Dance Syllabus

Mrs. Anna Blair- anna.blair@rockwallisd.org
Dance Director - Room 1004 Ext. #6448
Tutoring: Tuesday, Thursday, 8-8:30am and Monday 4-4:30pm (by appointment)
	COURSE DESCRIPTION


Students will be given an opportunity to develop a life long passion for dance as they are introduced to different dance genres including but not limited to ballet, jazz, modern, lyrical, tap, hip hop, country western, ballroom. Depending on the level of the dance class the student is enrolled in, they will learn basic to more advance technique in each of these dance areas as well as basic anatomy and fitness principles involved in movement. Students will also be given the opportunity to gain skills in choreography, and creative movement. There will be an emphasis and focus on project based learning as well as performance opportunities to enhance and capture the various aspects of dance as a fine art.
	GRADING


Dance classes are in compliance with district and state guidelines. The grades are computed as follows:

FORMATIVE





SUMMATIVE
Quizzes 






Skills Test Evaluation

 
Written Self Evaluations 




Finals
Participation/Dressing Out 



Major Projects

	PARTICIPATION


· The student’s individual effort to actively participate in all areas of class work to their maximum ability as measured by the instructor.

· Each day a student will earn points for participation. However, if a student is unable to participate due to absences, failure to dress out or injury (without a doctors note), points will be deducted. Therefore the following should be understood:

· In case of absence: For each day absent, students must write a full one-page report on any aspect of dance, health or physical fitness. The student has the same number of days to complete makeup work as number of days absent.

· In case a student fails to dress out: For class, students are to take thorough notes on all activities and turn in their notes at the end of class for half credit.

In case of injury or illness: All students should put forth their best effort at all times. Although, The teacher will accept PARENTAL NOTES excusing the students from class participation for illness or injury, the note will only be valid for the day received up to a maximum of two days. After two days, non-participating students are required to have written doctor approval to sit out or their grade may be affected. If a student is unable to participate due to illness or injury, DOCTOR’S NOTES should state the following:

1. The reason for non-activity


2. How long the student is incapacitated


3. Specific activities the student is restricted from performing 
	POINTS SCALE FOR NOT PARTICIPATING AND/OR DRESSING OUT


Students will receive a weekly participation grade.  Each week students will begin with a grade of a 100. For every day that they do not participate and/or dress out 20 points will be taken off their participation grade (unless they have a doctor’s excuse).  For everyday that they participate but do not dress out in the correct dance attire they will lose 10 points. 

1st Day-  Non-Participation/Not Dressing Out Offense= 80
       
 
Not Dressing Out Offense 90

2nd Day- Non-Participation/Not Dressing Out Offense= 60, student notification


Not Dressing Out Offense 80

3rd Day- Non-Participation/Not Dressing Out Offense= 40, parent notification



Not Dressing Out Offense 70

4th Day- Non-Participation/Not Dressing Out Offense= 20, detention & parent conference


Not Dressing Out Offense 60


5th Day- Non-Participation/Not Dressing Out Offense= 0, office referral


Not Dressing Out Offense 50
	DANCE ATTIRE


· The students will change from school attire to dance/workout attire. The attire for dance class consist of the following and should be wore consistently by the second week of school: 
Girls:
· Black Dance Top

· Black Jazz pants or biker shorts 

· Jazz shoes, ballet shoes or soft soled dance shoes that will not mark the floor
Boys:
· Black or White T-shirt

· Warm up pants

· Jazz shoes or other appropriate dance shoes. 

· Tights MUST be worn if shorts are not school appropriate

· Midriffs and low revealing tops are not acceptable

· Heels, flip-flops, slippers and boots will NOT be allowed on the dance floor.

· Dance 2, 3 and 4 students performing in the Spring Show may be responsible for purchasing a costume at a minimal cost usually under $15.00.
	REQUIRED MATERIALS


· 3-bracket folder with notebook paper and pockets
· Journal
· Pen and Pencil
	EVALUATIONS


· All dance units will have a written and a performance based skills tests

· Skills Test- grades on the individual’s ability to complete a given component and/or master specific dance elements

· Written Tests- vocabulary, recognition and essay tests

· Visual Tests- ability to recognize dance movements and/or perceive meaning of movement.
	TARDIES


· Students are expected to arrive in the dance room by the bell. Attendance will be taken and then the student will have approximately 7 minutes to dress out for class and to begin stretching. Should the student be tardy the consequences will be as follows according to RHHS school policy:


Tardy 1= Teacher Warning
Tardy 3= Lunch Detention/ Parent Notification



Tardy 2= Teacher Detention
Tardy 4= Office Referral
	CLASSROOM RULES


· Respect everyone including teachers, peers, and guest choreographers!

· Respect everything! Please do NOT hang or lean on the ballet barres, touch or smudge the mirrors and DO NOT touch the stereo without teacher permission

· NO DRINKS ALLOWED in the dance room except water with a lid

· NO FOOD ALLOWED including gum and candy

· NO MAKEUP ALLOWED on dance floor

· NO cell phones, i-pods, or other forms of technology allowed during instruction without teacher permission  or the electronic device may be subjected to confiscation.
	EXTRA CREDIT


· Extra credit can be earned by completing the following assignments:

1. Student may write a one page summary/critique on a Dance Concert, Musical or any Arts related performance/show

2. Student may help with the dance concert production after school 

3. Student may research and provide articles or information relating to dance to the teacher and/or class
	DANCE GALLERY


· Advanced Level Dance classes 2, 3, and 4 may participate in the Highstepper Spring Show and may be responsible for purchasing a costume at a minimal cost usually under $15.00. 
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